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States -Government
.agreed to underwrite the shipd
ment of about $13,000,000 worth
of medicine and food to Cuba if

\\'ashmgi on,
United

invasion captives are .released,
informed sources said today.

Presumably this amount would
be augmented by private sub-
scriptions raised by the families
of 1.113 men captured in the un-
successful Bav of Pigs invasion
attempt of April, 1961,

$62,000,000 Asked

Prime Minister Fidel Ca.trq
has reportedly asked for a total
'of $62,000.000 in payment fo
frecing the prisoners.

. There has been no indicaticn|
whether James B. Donovan, Ne

York lawyer, has been able to
pare down this demand in ne
gotiations which may be on the
verge of success.. Donovan i
representing the famxhes of thel
prisoners.
~ Whatever amounl the Gmern
ment contributes,” there scemed
likely to be volatile reaction i

Congress toward the payment o
‘what some members character
ized as ransom.’

¢ Senator Williams, . (R., . Del)
'and Senator . Stennjs_ (D., Miag. )
told the Senate they are oppusedg

to any ransom payment.

Williams .$aid he “couldn’t he]
Jieve that the Government way
-wkmg a hand in the prisoner ne
‘gotiations or that it would *‘puaf
‘up any substantlal amount of thq
ransom.’

Reporud Argumem

Stennis, 8 member of the Ap
propriations Commitlee, =aid g
hadn't heard about the possibility
ithat the Government would use
any of its funds for this purpose.

It was learned. however, tha
about $3,000,000 alrcady hos heer
'appropriated which could Le e
for this purpose. There was
‘reported  argument over whethe
‘an additional $10,000.000 shoul
enme from Central Intelligenc
iapency funds or whether Con

jgress should b(.AWroved) -

(ate it directly.
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two House Repubhcam sald
ey had wired President Ken-
edy demanding information]
bbout Government involvement in
any payments to Cuba.
Representative  Rhodes ®..]
riz.y asked for the **amount of
oney which has been, or will
the, commilled to the ransom
rom {oreign aid appropriations,
and the categories of aid from
thich such commitments have
heen, or will be, made.”
*“Payment Of Blackmalil”
Representative Michel (R, T
psked the President to  say
hether the Administration has
‘offered anything, through Dono+
an or otherwise, as pa)mem or
part payment of the ransom.
‘(prf-semame Cramer (R, j
tla. ) ohjccted in a House spee

j

lagent for the Administration i

Donovan has pald
what he called “‘courtesy’ calls™
on the Attorney General sin
Ydune. A
On at least one of
Donovan was accompanied by
State Department specialist on'
Cuban affairs. . :
Dr. Jose Miro Card
dent of the AntliCas
Revolutionary -~ Counél}
unanncunced visitoy to
ney General's office at’
times within a seven-day sp
eavlier this year, -
Despite what Guthm
informed member of Congr
isaid Donovan is a~ting as

i {th>se negotiations, with the ful
approval of President Kenned)

a.the “pavment nf hinckrma Wn
bail out the mistakes of this &d-
inistration in Cuba."”

b{ Donovan's action, telling the
{ouse ‘‘the only thing the Presi-
ent could have promised him is
mmunity frain prosecution™ for
olating laws prohibiting private
ndividuals from negotiating Gov-
wnment  affairs with a {oreign
tate.

Reyresentative  Pelly (R,
Yasl.! joined in the round of
ritical speeches, saying he ob-
ected to the “‘payment of ransom
0 anyone through the conrdvance
pf our Government.”

News Story Denied

While the Kennedy Administra-
ion abviously hopes for release of
he prisoners, it took steps to deny
b news story in the New York
Vorld-Telegram and Sun that
onovan, the Democratic nominee
for the Senate in New York, is
acting as its agent in the negotia-
ions.

The newspaper’s story said that
IDonovan was asked by the Attor-
'wy General, Hobert F, Kenncdy,
fast June to undertace the assign-

Inent. 1t said the  President's
wother told Doncien that the'
Vhite House had a * moral obliga-’
tion” to free the prisoners taken
in an invasion this
Himitted to go ahead.

Edwin Guthman Justice De-
partment  information  officer,
yuoted the Attorm! General as

saving the ne‘aspam s story “is'

untrue.” L
“Iie did not sce 15 1ovan at the
time Donovan wa Vired by the

| relatives of the prijriers to rep-|.

rescnt them,” Gut
added, In respons:
that he was not =gy}
ney General had 1
van subsequently.

pan said. He
‘to questions,
ag the Attor-
; seen Dono-

[eprae
'

Rhodes questioned the Iegality:

country per-|

and Robert Kennedy.
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